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which such native game has been taken
or his authorised agent, who may demand
the same respectively, it shall be lawful
for such police constable, or such owner,
occupier, or authorised agent, with any
assistance he may require.'"

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. G. Shenton) said that this matter
had been fully discussed at the Confer-
ence, where it was painted out that the

F owers now complained of had been in
orce for the last seventeen years, and

that the fact of their never having been
enforced showed that there was no hard-
ship from them. In Queensland and Vic-
toria, similar enactments were in force,
and there had been no abuse of the
power. To carry out a Game Act prop-
erly there must be very wide powers, and
this the Conference, with the assistance
of the Attorney General and Mr. Parker,
admitted. He did not think, therefore,
that they should flout their opinion
against that of these two gentlemen.

THffE Hart. J. A. WRIGHT said ho
agreed with every word that had fallen
from the Hon. Mr. Hackett, for under
the clause as it stood it would be open
for any person to levy blackmail against
another. There was not only the power
of arrest given, but any person who re-
sisted it was liable to a penalty of £10.
If any person bad shot any animal or
bird, and was carrying it home, ho was
liable to be blackmailed by any larrikin
he met, and then if he did what he (Mr.
Wright) and every other man would-
knock 1dm down-there would be a pen-
alty of £10 inflicted. 'Under these cir-
cumistances this was an Act to enable
larrikinism of the worst possible descrip-
tion to be carried on.

THE COLONIL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Shenton) said they did not hear of
such things occurring in the other col-
onies, where there was more chance of
blackmailing being carried on than here.

Question-That the Assembly's amend-
ment on the Council's amendment in
clause 9 be agreed to-put.

The committee divided.
Ayes ... a 

Noes . . .. .. 5

Majority for the Noes 2
THE How. J. W. HACKETT then

moved the amendment indicated by
him.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.
G. Sheuton) moved that progress be re -
ported,

Question-put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 10-20 o'clock p.m.,

adjourned until Friday, 26th February.
at 3 o'clock P.M.

9gXIH±Pfie T BztmbfI2,
Wednesday, 241h February, 1892.

Assistance to the Northern settlern.-Bnleus Railway
Stationk-Public Health Act, 1886, Amendment Bill:
third reading-Protection of womn nd Girls Billi;
third reading-Estimates, 1IM: further considered
in conmmittee, and reported to the House-Cosing
of Roads (Wonnerup) Bll: first rending-Electric
Lighting Bill: fIrst reading-Exrcess Bill, 1891: first
reading-Ee-orgasation of the existing system of
Elementary Education-Further assistance to Mid.
land Bailuny Company-The Law of Primogeniture
-Adjournment.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at
7-30 p.m.

PzkvxnS.

ASSISTANCE TO NORTHERN SETTLERS.
Mnt. RICHARDSON, with leave, with-

out notice, asked the Premier whether
the Government had yet resolved upon
the course of action they intended to
pursue in reference to the motion agreed
to the other dlay with regard to aiffording
some assistance to the Northern settlers,
in view of their losses from drought;
also, if the Government had arrived at a
decision on the subject, whether the set-
tlers would shortly be notified of the
nature of that assistanceP

TuE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the matter was now under considera-
tion, but the Government had not yet
arrived at any decision in the matter,
but they would very shortly, when an
announcement would be made of their
decision through the medium of the
public press.

MR, A. FORREST asked if the Gov-
ernment still intended to give the settlers
three months grace, in respect of the
rents dlue on the 81st March, as promisedP

Game Bill.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said of course they intended to keep
their promise. The answer he gave to
that question the other day was that the
Government would remit the fine for
non-payment of rents due on the 31st
March, so long as they were paid by the
80th June. He had not meant to infer
by that that all the lessees would not
pay their rents until that date; no doubt
a great many of them would.

BULLEN'S RAILWAY PLATFORM.

Mn. MOLLOY, in accordauce with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways-(i.) What are the grades be-
tween Claremont and North Fremnantle
stations? (2.) What were the details
of Estimates showing relative cost of
pro posed stations at Sullen's and Buck-
land HillP (3.) What was the nature
of the reports of the officials consulted
in this matter?

Tun COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied-

i. Grades starting at Claremont Sta-
tion, 6 miles 19 chains from Frematle--

Distance. Grade.
10 chnins Level ... Claremont station
47 1 in. 88, up
2 *, .. Level

Ilue 10 .. lin91f. down
2 ,, .. Level ... Rluoen's

53 1 .. inloo.up
6 , .. Level .. Saivado St.

32 ,, i. n 1DS.nup
16 ,. .. Level
72 ,, .lin100, down
3D ,I .in 1330, down
10 *, in 220, up
20 .1 1in528, up To North Pre-

mantle Sttin1 mile 9Dcbin
from FremanUe.

2. The Estimates are as follows, for
works to meet present requirements, vlz.:
Platform, Shelter Shed, and Approach to
same from Perth-Fre-mantle Road-

Salvado Street ... ... £502
Sullen's ... ... ... £520
For additional works for complete

Station in future, Sidings, Goods Shed,
Lading Bank, Stationmaster's Quarters,

Salvado Street -. ... £1,218
Sullen's ... ... ... £21,229
The total sum would therefore, for

present and prospective requirements,
be-

Salvado street ... ... £1,720
Sullen's ... ..-. ... £1,749
3- The report of the official on this

subject was to the effect that if Solvade

Street were fied upon as a station site,
the grades at this place would require
a good deal of altering to provide requi-
site siding space on sale inclines. In
other words, to render Salvado Street a
afe station for shunting, a very consider-
able sum of money would be required in
addition to these estimates (which are
for stations and sidings, &c., only) to
make safe and alter the grades at Salvado
Street; the fall from Salvado Street to
Sullen's bein, as will be seen, 1 in
100.

Mnt. PARKER: Might I ask the
Commissioner of Railways if he has any
objection to lay on the table a section
showing these .grades, and also the re-
port of the Engineer who reported on it P

Tan COMMISSIONER OP RAI1L-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) - I have
given the substance of the report in my
answer, You have it almost tverlbzim, so
far as the grades are concerned. There
is no objection to its being laid on the
table, if the hon. member wishes it.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1888, AMEND-
MTENT BILL.

Read a third time, sad transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND
GIRLS BILL.

Read a third time, and forwarded to
the Legislative Council.

ESTIMATES, 1892.
The House went into committee for

the further consideration of the Esti-
mates for 1892.

Works and Buildings, £293,055 (ad-
journed debate):

Mf.. QUINLAN (continuing the de-
bate on the item "Perth Park, £2,000 ")
said he had that day visited the site of
the proposed park, to satisfy himself by
ocular demonstration as to its adapt-
ability for the purpose; and-he must say
that the view afforded was one of the
most beautiful views that could possibly
be obtained. So far as the soil was con-
cerned, he was accompanied by the hon.
member for Toodysay (Mr. Clarkson),
who was a good authority on land, and
the soil of this proposed park was as
good as any about Perth, for the cultiva-
tion of fruit. It was really good sand.

[ASSEMBLY.) Retimodee, 1892.
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If it would grow fruit it would grow
other ornamental trees, and there could
be no objection to the ground on account
of the soil. It was very necessary that
the residents of Perth, and visitors,
should have such a place of recreation,
and he hoped the opposition which had
been shown to this item would not be
pressed. "s to the difficulty of access to
the proposed park, there were roads lead-
ing to it from Mount's Bay road, in addi-
tion to the other road.

MR. OLARKSON said be had accom-
panied the hon. member for West Perth
to inspect tis ground on Mount Eliza,
and he felt bound to say that be had
been agreeably surprised at the beautiful
panorama to be obtained from that lo-
cality, so close to the city. This land, so
far as he could see, although set apart
for a park, had remained in its natural
state, and had had nothing done to it ever
since Sir James Stirling landed at The-
mantle, 63 years ago. As to the soil, it
was sand of yery good quality, after you
got to the brow of the hill-sand that
would grow almost anything, with a little
care and attention. It certainly afforded
one of the finest views in the colony, and
he thought this £2,000 would be well
spent in improving it. He was not one
of those who took such a gloomy view of
the immediate prospects of the colony, as
some hon. members seemed to do when
talking about this vote. No doubt the
pastoral, and to some extent the agricul-
tural, industry was languishing owing to
the drought, but he hoped this cloud
would soon pass away. Ile did not think
we need be afraid of spending this £2,000.
If this land bad belonged to a private
owner, it would never have been allowed
to remain in its present state.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: It would have been
cut up and sold.

MR. CL3ARKSON said very likely it
would. There were thousands of cords
of firewood there which could be turned
into account, enough probably to pay for
clearing and fencing the round. He un-
derstood there were 1,000 acres altogether
set apart for this park, but he should

iaiethat 500 acres would be quite
sufcet for that purpose, and the rest

might be cut np and sold as residential
blocks. He thought it would pay any
man to go into it as a commercial specu-
lation. The view afforded, as he had

said, was one of the most beautiful views
in the colony, and was well worth this
£2,000.

MR. PARKER said we already had
the view, without spending this £2,000.

MR. R. F. SHOLI said it was not
the view that made a park. There was
no necessity to spend anything to obtain
this beautiful view; it could be had now.
As to the soil, no doubt it could be made
to grow anything with irrigation, but it
would take all the water in that reservoir
to irrigate 1,000 acres of sand, and there
would be none left to supply the require-
ments of the city. He thought it would
have been better if the Government were
to place £1,000 ou the Estimates for
making a macadamised road to this so-
called park, and in reducing the grade
of that heavy drag up the hill, before
commencing to spend any money upon
this park, which would be money simply
thrown away, unless there was a good
road to it. He was as much interested
in improving and beautifying the city as
any member was , but he really could
not support this vote. He would much
sooner see it added to the vote for the
reclamation of the river foreshore.

MR. LOTON did not intend to say a
word against the beautiful view to be
had from this locality, nor about the
quality of the soil; but when he looked
at the fact that the colony was now asked
to commit itself to an expenditure on
works and buildings of £70,000 over
and above what was spent last year, he
thought if there were one or two of these
numerous items that could reasonably
and fairly be expunged, it was within the
province of that Assembly to expunge
them. He believed every member would
be glad to see this park nicely laid out
and a good road made to it, and he did
not care how soon the work could be
undertaken; but he did not feel that in
our present position he could support
this vote. If we could spare the money.
he would very much sooner see it added
to the vote fo~r reclaiming and improving
the river side. He said if we could
spare the money. They had been told
that our financial position at the end of
the year was a splendid one, and no
doubt it was; but, although he was not
one who wished to throw any cold water
upon our prospects, still we could not
shut our eyes to facts that were staring
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us in the face. He thought that instead
of voting away money for purposes of
this kind, it would be wise if the Gov-
ernment were to stare the position in the
face, and particularly the position of the
settlers at the North-West; and, if there
was any money available out of the
surplus revenue, or out of the esti-
mated revenue, that could be relieved, lie
thought that was the direction in which
the Government should look. If they
did not look the position in the face now,
he was afraid it would be still further
enforced upon them. It was hoping
against hope now, almost, to expect rain
in those districts, and the failure of rain
there now simply meant very severe fail-
ure to a great many of these struggling
settlers; and, it seemed to him, that
before the session closed, that House
would have to face this very disagreeable
state of things, and come to the relief of
these unfortunate settlers in some form
or other. He therefore hoped the Gov-
ernment would not, on this occasion,
press this vote for a park.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) would
like to ask whether among the multi-
tudinous items on these Estimates theme
were not other votes against which the
hon. member might with equal reason
have declaimed, and used much stronger
argument. He thought there were very
many of these items to which the same
argument might apply, and the question
wa, which of them were the most press-
ing and the most desirable? For his
own part, he saw few that were more
desirable than this one, for the simple
reason that in our moments of dejection,
when oppressed with the weight of care,
we should have a, place to retire to, where
under the grateful shade of a gum tree,
we could contemplate the beautiful pan-
orama afforded from this charming spot,
and soothe ourselves with the knowledge
that we lived in a country where such a
delightfual and peaceful view was obtain-
able.

MR. RICHARDSON: We cannot Jive on
niew alone.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion):
Seriously, he thought there were many
items on this list which were less worthy
of cousidetation than this item, and
against which the arguments that had

been urged against this particular vote
might be urged with much greater force
for striking them out.

MR. PARKER: Is that the opinion of
the Director of Public Works?

THE COMMISSIONER 0OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Maa-mion) said as
to first making a road, before making a
park, that appeared to hint to be putting
the cart before the horse. Unless they
had something to attract people to this
ground, what was the use of going to the
expense of making a. road to it? Before
caling on the Government to make a
road to the place, they ought first to
make the place attractive. It really was
surp~rising to him to find members resid-
ing within the limits of the city itself
opposing this item for giving the citizens
a delightful place of recreation and
public resort. He was surprised and
grieved to think that these hon. members
were not sufficiently public spirited, were
not sufficiently patriotic, were not sufifici-
ently liberal-minded, were not suifficiently
far-sighted, to encourage the Government
in their desire to make the capital of the
colony as attractive in its way as other
Australian capitals, and capitals in every
other part of the world. It appeared to
him to show a very narrow spirit.

MEt. PARKxER said it showed how single-
minded they were.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : it
showed bow foolish-minded they were,
and how Short-sighted they were, that
they were unable to look thus far into
the future. He thought these gentlemen
who lived in Perth, and who were sup-
posed to represent Perth, were showing
the people of Perth what a mistake they
had made; and these hon. gentlemen would
find that out, too, hereafter. He only
hoped that those members who were
liberal-minded enough, and public-spirted
enough, to think that the city of Perth,
the capital of the colony, should have a
public park worthy of the name, would
support the Government in their en-
deavors to provide them with one.

MR. MOLL2 OY did not wish to pro-
long the discussion, but he should like
to point out that several hon. mem-
bers, apparently, were not altogether ac-
quainted with the surroundings of this
locality. One said there was no road
to it. He might point out that there
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was a made road (Hay Street West)
righit up or very close to the boundary of
the park; and he might add that there
had been an expenditure of at least
£210,000 in buildings in this locality, and
he knew of other contemplated buildings
that would cost.£5,000 more. That alone,
should be some inducement to them to
improve this locality. There was another
phase of the question, and that was the
desirability of this park from a sanitary
point of view. If they were not public-
spirited enough, as the Commissioner of
Crown Lands had said, to assent to the
expenditure of this paltry £2,000 (out of
a revenue of half-a-million) in adorning
the capital of the colony, let them look at
the matter from a higher standpoint.
Let them look at it from a sanitary point
of view. Surely the city of Perth was
entitled to the expenditure of some of
this public money. When he looked at
the works that were contemplated in other
parts of the colony, he thought surely they
would agree that the capital of the colony
was entitled to this paltry £2,000, if only
from a sanitary point of view, and to
have this park as a health resort for the
people. He thought those who repre-
sented country districts where these other
votes were to be expended ought to be
the last to come there in such a begrudg-
ing spirit as to object to this paltry ex-
penditure in Perth, especially having
regard to the object in view, and that
this pak woud not benefit Perth alone.
Surey £2,00 wa~s not a large return for
the amount contributed by the people of
Perth to the revenue of the colony. He
thought members should not come there
in a carping hostile spirit, which appeared
to him to be the case, simply for the sake
of opposition, and simply because this
was a Government proposal. As he had
said before, although he himself sat on
what was called the Opposition side of the
House be dlid not do so for the mere sake of
opposition to the Government, but to
consider every measure brought forward
on its merits, in the interests of the
colony, no matter who brought it for-
ward.

MR. TE[ROSSELiL said it appeared to
him that the arguments adduced against
this vote resolved themselves into this:
that the colony could not afford it, and
that the soil was not good dnough for a
park. It seemed to him rather late,

after voting half-a-million of money on
these Estimates, to raise the cry that we
could not afford to spend £2,000 in pro-
viding a park for the city of Perth. At
the same time, if it could be shown that
there were any parts of the colony that
bad been neglected in connection with
these public works estimates, or that had
a stronger claim to this X2,000, by all
means let them have it. But it appeared
to him that all parts of the colony had
been provided for in these Estimates, so
far as the Government could afford it.
Certainly there never before had been
such a liberal expenditure provided for
public works and buildings out of cur-
rent revenue. As to the soil in the
locality Of this Proposed park, they had
it on the evidence of an excellent au-
thority, his hon. friend on his left (Mr.
Clarkson), that it was good enough to
grow anything they would want to grow
in such a p lace, with a little care and at-
tention. He could corroborate this state-
ment, for he knew the place, and had
known it years ago, when he with other
bon. members about Perth were whining
school-boys, " creeping, like snail, n-.
willingly to school." He had been told
that very day that the soil consisted of
the same yellow sand as was to be
found in Gallop's far-famed garden, near
Crawvley, which showed what this de-
scription of country was capable of.
He should be sorry to see this vote
struck out. He hoped the day was not
far distant when this park would be so
transformed as to become " a thing of
beauty," if not " a joy for ever "to the
citizens of Perth, aud visitors to Perth.
Although this £2,000 would not suffice
to make this park, it would be a good
beginnring, and he presumed there would
be an annual v6 te required for its up-
keep. These being his views, he intended
to support the vote.

MR. COQKWORTHY said that after
listening to this debate it appeared to
him that those who ought to know most
about the locality of this park seemed to
disapprove of the vote. At any rate,
they entertained entirely opposite views
with regard to it. He himself hardly
knew the place, but he noticed that with
the exception of two of the members for
Perth, all who resided in Perth were
opposed to this expenditure. Surely,
when there was room for such a differ-
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ence of opinion on the subject amongst
those who were in a position to judge, it
must be an open question whether it was
advisable to incur this expenditure. It
also seemed to him rather strange that
the Commissioner of Crown Lands should
say that there were many other items on
these Estimates already passed that were
of less importance than this. On looking
at those items be found they were nearly
all works calculated to develop the re-
sources of the colony. It appeared to
him that these, what might be called or-
namental votes, were the only exception.
There was this £C2,000 for a park, an-
other £22,000 for a recreation ground,
and £500 for a cricket ground,-all at
Perth, an expenditure of £4,600. He
did not know that these could be looked

upon as votes having for their ob-
ject the development of the resources
of the colony; but most of the other
votes under this bead were. It had
been stated that the great thing was
to make the capital attractive. That
might be desirable, but our great nded,
in his opinion, was to make the bush
attractive. This was what we should aim
at. This was what the Government of
the colony should keep in view, rather
than making the city attractive. Let
them make the country attractive. He
admitted that the present Government
were doing all they could in that direction,
by providing railways for opening up the
country and encouraging settlement,
and making the country attractive in
that way. But he could not help com-
paring this £4,500 proposed to be spent
on parks and recreation grounds in Perth
with the small vote of £10,000 on these
Estimates for roads and bridges. In all
this vast colony extending from Eucla
to Kimberley, only £10,000 was voted
out of revenue for roads and bridges,
while it was proposed to spend about
half that amount simply in order to make
Perth attractive. He hoped that future
colonists who came here would not be
attracted by Mount Eliza and go no
farther; he hoped they would be attracted
into the country and settle there, and so
help in developing those industries from
which the wealth and prosperity of the
colony must be derived.

MR. A. FORREST said, as to making
the country attractive, he thought the
Government were doing quite right in

trying to make the capital of the colony
attractive, so that country settlers, when
they retired, might come to the city and
find the place am enjoyable place to live
in, instead of leaving the colony and
going to other places to live in and spend
their money.

Mu. PARKER said he had as much
desire as the hon. member for West
Kimberley to make Perth attractive, and
his idea of doing so, so far- as places of
out-door recreation went, was to reclaim
the river foreshore. Ifthe Government

point of Mount Road to the Causeway,
he ventured to say that such a piece of
work would be a hundred times more
attractive to our wealthy settlers than to
have this piece of ground fenced in on
the top of Mount Eliza. He knew these

Ipark lanrds for the last 30 years, and had
ridden through them con staaitly from that
day to this, and the beautiful view spoken
of by the hon. member for Toodyay, and
other hon. members, was already all
cleared. It formed the present Rifle
Range, and there was no necessity to
spend an money in trying to enhance

the beauty of the present view. These
par :ands sloped down from the top of
the mount, and you very soon lost this
beautiful view of the river which hon.,
members so much admired, and the
only view you had was of the surround-

igbush. When the population of the
city reached 300,000 or 400,000 this
would then be useful; but at present
there was no necessity for it, and if the
Government would devote their energies
to improving the ground at the river
side they would be doing Perth a great
benefit in more ways than one. Not
only would it be a6 delightful promenade

adrecreation ground, but it would also
be a beneficial work from a sanitary point
of view. When he was connected with
the municipal affairs of the city he was
informed by several medical men that it
would be very advantageous to the health
of the citizens if this river foreshore were
reclaimed. So that on every ground it
appeared to him that this was the work
which the Government should turn their
attention to, if they wanted to confer a
benefit upon the city.

MR. CA1TNING said as it was he who
had moved that this item be struck out,
he thought, after what had been said, he
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might venture to say a few words upon
the broad and general principle touched
upon by the Premier and other members,
who spoke of the necessity of making the
capital attractive. Before he approached
the principle referred to, he wished to

sa 'gi that however desirable it
might be 'to have a park on Mount
Eliza sme day, that day had not arrived
yet. There were other works of much
more urgent necssty. It had been said
that they had (IPassed mny other items

onthes Esiaesta were quite as
much open to objection as this one.
Perhaps that had been the case. He
was quite prepared to believe that they
had passed over many items that called
for objection more than this, but he
would remind members that two wrongs
did not make a right; and, if they had
blundered in passing other items, that
was no reason why they should commit
a further blunder in passing this. With
regard to the principle which had been
laid down and advocated by the Premier,
the foremost statesman of Western Aus-
tralia, he wished to point out that it was
in direct opposition to the views of every
statesman in England. and of every
statesman in every other part of Aus-
tralia. The hon. gentleman's idea was
to make the capital attractive; but the
views of the statesmen of the mother
country, of the statesmen of America,
and of the statesmen of Australia gener-
ally, were that we should endeavor to
make the country attractive. The at-
tractiveness of the capital would follow
as a matter of course. But how were
we to induce population, and settle
them on the land, by making the capital
attractive ? lie might illustrate what
he meant by an illustration that perhaps
would commend itself rather to the
medical faculty than to members gener-
ally : if a man endeavored to develop his
intelligence by the use of stimulants,
instead of nourishing his body-which
was the healthy and legitimate way of
developing his intelligence - he was
likely to defeat his own object. In the
samne way he might say that those who
endeavored to make a country attractive
by simply making the capital of the
country attractive were taking an alto-
gether mistaken view of the situation.
The proper and legitimate way to make
the capital attractive was to make the

country generally attractive. If they
dlid that, and developed its resources,
and showed people that men could ac-
cumulate wealth in the country; that the
country was a place where they could
make for themselves a comfortable home,
with the prospect of improving their
condition,-if they did this, and so at-
tracted a population to oar shores and
settled them on the land, then the attract-
iveness of the capital would follow as
the night the day. But to try, by ficti-
tious means to make the country attract-
ive by simply making the city at-
tractive was to take an altogether wrong
view of the matter. Those who went
out into the country aid developed its
natural resources, and accumulated wealth
and property, would in due course find
their way into the capital, and convert it
into an attractive place of residence.
They ightt rest satisfied of that. But
it was auterly unstatesmamnlike policy
to go upon to endeavor to make the capital
of a country attractive instead of making
the country itself attractive. Even
as it was, there was altogether too
strong a tendency on the part of the
population to remain in the towns, and
especially in the capital. What was the
character in which these Australian colo-
nies were now chiefly regarded by the
more intelligent classes at borne? That
they were tadpoles; that they were all
head; that there was too much gravi-
tation towards the capitals. It was
undoubtedly a weak feature in the
development of the Australian colonies
generally that the population was con-
gregated too much in the towns, which

was.. a rowig danger and a, menace to
teir future prosperity. This was not the

question which our Government should
now occupy themselves with, to make
the capital attractive. Their attention
should be directed rather to the develop-
ment of the resources of the colony;
that done, they might safely leave to
itself the development of the capital.

Question put-That the item "Perth
Park, £22,000 "-be omitted.

A division being called for, the num-
bers were-

Ayes..
Noes .

..14

Majority for8 ... 3
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Asrs. NOE.
Mr. Oookwrorthy Mr. Clarkson
Mr. Darl6t Mr. A. Poorest
Mr. Do Harrel Mr. Hasseil
Mr. ae~r Mr., Marrin
Mr. LtnMr. Molloy
Mr. Parker Mr. Pears
Mr. Paterson Mr. Piesse
Mr. Phillip. Mr. Mui.?,
ME. Richardson MrsTre.!
Ur. H. P. Shot! Mr. Ve.
Mr. H. W. Shell Sir John Forrest (Teller).
Mr. Tnaylen
Mr. Canning (Tellr).
Item omitted.
ME. SIMPSON, referring to the item

"Perth Cricket Ground, £500," asked
whether the regulations framed by the
Cricketing Association, in whom he
understood this ground was vested, pre-
cluded the ground from being used for
other sports besides cricket, or whether
there were any regulations as to the
charges to be made by the Association
for the use of the round for other pur-
poses than cricket,-football for instanceP
He was not in opposition to this vote in
any way, but he had been asked by other
sp)ortsmen to make this inquiry.

Tws PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
said, so far as be understood, this land,
which contalined about 14 acres, had been
given by the Government to the Associa-
tion, in trust, for the purposes of a
cricket round. He believed it was vest-
ed in trustees of the Association, which
was a properly organised body, embra-

cing-or at all events willing to embrace
-all the cricteting clubs of the colony.

The object of the Association, no doubt,
would be to make the ground productive
of as much revenue as they could, and
no doubt they would be willing to let it
for other purposes than cricket.

MR. SIMPSON asked whether the
Government would make a provision to
that effect in the agreement with the
Association, also regulating the fee to be
charged for the use of the ground for
other public sports ?

THE PREMIER (Hron. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Government had nothing to do
with these matters. The ground was not
under the control of the Government at
all, nor was the Association. He believed
it was not their intention to confine it
to cricket alone, but that provision was
being made for enabling the ground to
be used for tennis and other games. The
ground was vested in the Association,
and he did not know that the Govern-
ment could interfere with any regulations
they made, so long as the ground was

applied to the purposes for which it was
granted. As for charges, of course the
Association would make its own charges.
He believed they had expended a con-
siderable sum of money on the ground,
in improving it, and he supposed they
would like to make it reproductive.

MR. DE HAMEL said he wished to
point out that the granting of this vote
for this Perth Cricket Ground would form
a very good precedent for other towns in
the colony to make similar applications
for assistance; and he should not be Sur-
prised to see applications coming in from
all the cricket clubs in the colony for
State aid to improve their grounds.
There were cricket clubs at almost every
township between here and Albany, and,
with this precedent before them, he
should expect to see Katanning and
other towns making a similar application.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said he agreed
with thelhon. member for Albany (Mr.
De Hamel) that we were forming a very
dangerous, or unreasonable, precedent in
providing money out of the public rev-
enue for improving this cricket ground.
He did not oppose the vote, but he should
have much preferred if the Government
had advanced this amount to the
Association at a low rate of interest, to
be paid back in so many years. He
thought this would have been a mome
satisfacetory arrangement to all parties.
This grant would be a precedent to other
cricket clubs, who would not be long in
taking advantage of it, and making
similar applications.

THE OOMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : We need not
grant them.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said if we did it in
one case, he did not see how we could
consistently refuse to do it in other cases.
It would have been much better policy if
the Government had let the Association
have this £500, at a low rate of interest,
to be repaid within fifteen or twenty
years, long before which time this Asso-
ciation, he imagined, would be in a very
sound financial position.

MR. QUIKIJAN said he did not intend
to oppose the vote, but he thought there
was some sense in the question asked by
the hon. member for Geraldton (Mr.
Simpson), and he thought it would be
very desirable that the Government
should retain some control over the AS-
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sociaton'Is by-laws, with reference to the
charges for letting the ground, and other
matters.

MR. PARKER said something had
been asked about the right of football
clubs to hire this ground. He would point
out that, so far as football was concerned,
that exhilarating game could be played on
very different ground to cricket. To play
cricket, you must have a good pitch and
level ground; and there was already a, very
good ground for football on the present
Recreation Ground. This Cricket Asso-
ciation was open to all the cricket clubs in
the colony, and some of them had already
joined it. The idea was to improve thifs
ground, and to stimulate cricket all over
the colony, so that Western Australia,
before many years, he hoped, might be
in a position to invite cricketers from the
other colonies, and even from England, to
pay us a visit, and play matches at which
our own cricketers would be able to show
that they were no discredit to the colony.
The ground was now vested in the Asso-
ciation, and, of course, it was impossible
for the Government to exercise any con-
trol over it, after giving the Association a
lease for 999 years. If the Association
did let the ground for other sports, they
would not be so unreasonable as to make
the terms prohibitive, which would simply
kill their receipts. The ground was not
confined to crickiet alone ; there were lawn
tennis courts already prepared, and a
cinder path for athletes. The Associa-
tion hail raised. £1,000 among its members
for improving the ground, and they had
already expended £900 out of it, and
contracts had been let which would ab-
sorb the whole of the money. Therefore

in making tbis grant, the House was
helping thole who had very largely helped
themselves, and were doing all they
could to promote legitimate and healthy
sport in the community. We were
simply following the Same principle
in this as we were in granting the
Volunteer vote. He thought it was
a very good thing to encourage healthy
out-door sports among our young men.
It had been said, he believed, by the
Duke of Wellington, that the battle
of Waterloo was won on the cricket fields
of England. Possibly, at some future
period of our history, should a foreign
invader dare to land on our shores, the
future Wellington of Western Australia

might be able to say that it was the
cricket grounds of the colony that hadl in
a great measure helped to send these
daring invaders about their business.

MR. PIESSE said he was quite in
accord with this vote, for he thought we
ought to do all in our power to promote
athletic sports. He Simply rose because
of a remark that had fallen from the
hon. member for Albany, who seemed
to delight in trying to poke fun at
Katanning. It might be the day of
small things with Katanning yet; it was
only in its swaddling clothes; but be
assured the House it gave every promise
of gaining in strength and vigour. He
had noticed that on many occasions,
there appeared to be a tendency to hold
up Katanning to ridicule.-[LSzEvnA
MEMBERS: No, no.] -Katanning, he
could tell the hon. member, gave promise
of becoming a thriving and important
settlement, and would be quite able to
take care of itself, and to laugh at
any sneers levelled at it. He did not
know whether the hon. member had ever
stayed there; if he hadn't, he hoped be
would. He could promise bim a very
hearty welcome.

MR. R. F. SHOLL did not think any
member was likely to sneer at Katanning,
or toridicule it. Considering it bad only
been in existence about two years, he
thoug'ht it had done very well. What
members could not quite understand was
the amount of public money granted to
it on these Estimates; it appeared on
almost every page.

MR. PARKtER, referring to the items
relating to the water service at Fremantle,
asked the Director of Public Works to
explain the nature of the relation between
the Government and townspeople with
regard to this water supply. How were
the Government recouped for the ex-
penditure entailed in supplying Freman-
tie with water; whether any distinct or
definite arrangement existed under which
the Government levied a water-rate; or
did they charge by meter for this water;
or whether it was a fact (as he had been
told) that the water in a great many
cases was being supplied to people with-
out any charge whatever.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the
water service at Fremantle had so far
furnished a very fair income to the Gov-
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erment for their investment, though the
position was not altogether as they
would like it, and the Government were
considering some means of putting the
whole thing on a proper basis. The
people of Fremantle were not supplied
with their water gratis, nor yet by
meter; it was paid for by rating the
houses. But it was a. very low rate,
though up to date the revenue derived
was very considerable, and the thing was
paying. The £2,000 now asked for was
for extending the present mains to the
South Ward and Cantonment Street.

MR. PARKER asked whether the
Director of Public Works could give
them a statement of what the capital ex-
penditure had been upon these works up
to the present, what the cost of main-
tenance was, and what this rate brought
in?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUfBLIC
WORKS (Bon. H. W. Venn) said that
he had not the figures before him, but
would be glad to supply them to the lion.
member.

THE: PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that the Fremantle Municipality Wa
asked the Government to place before
them the terms upon which they would
be prepared to hand over the whole
thing to the Municipality. That was
now wider consideration. As to the ex-
penditure incurred up to the present he
believed it was some £010,000 or £12,000
altogether. The water rate, he thought,
was 2* per cent. on the rental value,
which was the charge for the water. It
was a very low charge; there was no
meter, and people could use as much as
they liked. The Government proposed
to submit a bill dealing with the subject,
but it was rather late to do so this ses-
sion ; but, between this and next session,

they proposed to deal with the matter, so
as to place it on a more satisfactory foot-
ing, either by a bill or handing it over to
the Municipality. No doubt the people
of Fremantle got their water very cheap.
There was nothing to prevent a house-
holder who had a lawn or a garden to use
as much as he liked. The rate, as he had
said, was only' 2*' per cent., whereas in
Perth it was 5 per cent., and there was
also meter charge; and, although he was

not prepared. to say that the Government
dd not get a reasonable interest on their

money, still undoubtedly it was a very

advantageous arrangement for the people
of Fremntle. But the difficulty was,
they wanted the service extended in all
directions, which, of course meant a fur-
ther expenditure. And the Government
had to face this difficulty; if they did
this for Fremnantle, they might have to
do it for other towns, and it was just a
question whether the Government should
supply water to the various municipalities,
or the municipalities themselves supply
it. The Government would look into
the matter between this and next session.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said he should be
sorry if the Government were to let this
water supply at Fremnantle go out of
their hands. The time was not far dis-
taut when it would be a source of con-
siderable revenue to the colony. As to
extending it, he did not think anyone
would begrudge the necessary expenditure
in that direction. He thought the Gov-
ernment could do this better than the
Municipality, which, with the limited
funds at their disposal, would find they
had all they could do to keep the roads
in proper repai.r.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
Not if this water service was a, paying
concern.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said no doubt it
would be a paying concern in the future;
but the Government would be better able
to work it than the Municipality, and
more economically, with prison labor,
which would not be available for the
Municipal Council.

THE OOMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mannion) said it
was an extraordinary fact that the hon.
member for the Gascoyne (Mr. Sholl)
had never suggested that the Govern-
ment should supply the city of Perth
with water. The bon. member seemed
very anxious that the Government should
do so at Fremiantle, simply because they
had a good thing in this water contract,
owing to Fremantle having its water
supply within the limits of the town
itself, without the expense of going miles
out of town to obtain it. The hon. mem-
ber seemed very anxious that the Muni-
cipality of F'remantle should not benefit
by this' fact of there being an ample
natural supply within the town boundary.
He seemed to think that the Government
ought to get all the benefit of this natural
advantage, and not the Municipality;
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and recommended the Government not to
part with this little plum, but to stick to
it, arid make as much as they could of it,
and get as much profit as they could out
of these Freintle people. Why did not
the lion. mem ber, when an expenditure of
£9200,000 was necessary to provide the
city of Perth with a water supply,-why
did he not suggest that the Government,
and not the Municipality, should supply
the city with watere Probably he
thought there was no profit to be made
out of that, like there was at Fremantle,
whgpre the water supply was at their
doors, within the confines of the town,
and not ten or twelve miles away. Why
should not the Fremantle. Municipality
have the management of the water
supply for their town, so long as some
fair and reasonable terms were arranged
between them and the Government?
Why should the hon. member begrudge
the people of Fremantle this slight
benefit ? Who had a better right to it
than the people of the town itself ? He
(Mr. Marinion) himself had suggested
that the Municipality should approach
the Government on this question, and he
had done -so in the interests of the town.
If the city of Perth had been equally
fortunate in obtaining its water supply
at such comparatively small cost, the
lion. member would have been the last
to object to the citizens enjoying the
benefit of it. Why should he begrudge
the people of Fremantle this advan-
tage. He thought it would be far
better for the Municipalities tolhave the
management of these local affairs than
the central Government. The time would
arnive when it wduld hamper the Govern-
mnent of the country to have all these
local works under their control instead
of the local authorities.

MR. R~. F. SHOLL had not intended
to arouse the ire of the hon. gentleman
in this matter. He had simply suggested
that the Government should retain these
water works in their own hands, and he
should have been glad to have supported
any proposal for the Government also
doing the same for Perth. He thought
it would be a good thing if the Govern-
nwent had. He thought the people of
Fremantle were entitled to every con-
sideration, and he did not think it could
be said that the Government was not
showing them every consideration in this

matter, when they were allowed to have
their water at the present low rate, which
was less than half the price it cost the
people of Perth for their water,

MR. PEARSE thought no one had a,
better right to control the water supply
at Fremantle than the Municipality itself,
and he hoped there would be no opposi-
tiou to their having this control. He
agreed that the people of the town were
getting their water now at a very low rate,
but, on the other hand, it was admitted
that it was a good investment so far as the
Government were concerned, owing to the
fact that the water supply was within the
town itself, and had not to be brought in
from a long distance. If anyone ought
to benefit by this natural advantage,
surely it was the people of the town who
ought to do so. He hoped the Govern-
ment would treat Fremiantle liberally in
this matter.

MR. DE HrAML said as the Govern-
ment had intimated their intention to
deal with the matter during the recess,
perhaps they would like to hear the views
of members on the subject. He could
not agree with the lion. member for the
Gascoyne, that the Government ought to
act the grandmother to every town in the
colony, in lookdig after their local wants.
He thought the municipality was, the
proper authority to control the local
affairs of the town, and particularly such
works as the local water supply. He
thought it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to take every opportunity of reserv-
ing all necessary watersheds for supplying
towns with water, but, having done that,
he thought that the management of the
water supply should be in the hands of
the municipality.

MR. Rt. F. SHOLL said that, so far as
the Fremantle water supply was concerned,
the Government was not in the position
of a grandmother, but of a rich old uncle,
who had a very good legacy to leave. They
all knew that in Melbourne thc Yan Yean
waterworks were in the hands of the Gov-
ernment, and that it was a very profitable
thing for them.

MR. A. FORREST said he should
support this vote for extending the pre-
sent mains, because be believed in the
principle laid down that the Government
could do this work cheaper than the
Municipality. But if the Municipality
were prepared to take over the control of
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these works, he thought they should be
allowed to do so. Nobody could be in a
better position to carry out to advantage
a small scheme like this than the muni-
cipal authorities, elected by the rate-
payers themselves. He should be glad
to see all the towns of the colony
sup1 pled with their own waterworks.

MnI~. PARKER, referring to the item
"Newcastle, Show Ground, £2200," said

he was glad to see the Government
recognising that the agricultural societies
were entitled to somnethiing more than the
bare annual grant. He presumed this
vote was for improving the show groundP

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that Newcastle was in the unfortu-
nate position of having no suitable show
ground or recreation ground at all pro-
vided for them, aind when they applied
to the Government for a piece of land for
this purpose, like other places, all the
Government could offer them was some
land that was very unsuitable for the
purpose, and they could not avail them-
selves of it, so the Newcastle people
bought a piece of land on the other side
of the river, and fenced it in and other-
wise improved it, and incurred a con-
siderable amount of liability; and this
vote was a contribution from the Gov-
erniment to the society in lieu of the land
which they would have given them if
they had it.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said this seemed to
him to be another Midland Railway busi-
ness in miniature. The local society
appeared to have got into grief over its
liabilities, and the Government came f or-
ward to their rescue.

MR. PARKER was very glad that the
Government had recognised the fights of
these country districts to some assistance
from these surplus public funds. Prob-
ably some of the other Agricultural So-
cieties would come to the Government
asking for assistance, and he hoped the
Government would treat them with the
same consideration as they had the New-
castle people.

MR. CANNING, referring to the vote
Sundries (including temporary cleri-

cal assistance and incidental expenses),
£97,000," said this appeared very vague,
and also a very large item for one de-
partment of the public service. He did
not like to oppose it-and the same might
be isaid with regard to many other items

on these Estimates-because it would be
placing the Government in a position of
considerable difficulty if the vote were
struck out or interfered with; at the
same time he thought the Government
might present their Estimates in a form
that would convey to the House some little
information-more information than was
contained in this single word " Sundries."
It was a very large sum to ask for, but it
would be placing the department in a
dilemma if the committee opposed the
item, while, on the other hand, members
had to pass it without any knowledge of
what it embraced.

THn DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he
should be very glad to give the bon.
member all the information he could, but
he did not see how this Government or
any other Government could furnish de-
tails of contingent and unforeseen expen-
diture. This was the only vote which
the department had to fall back upon to
meet the thousand and one demands that
were made upon it throughout the year,
in the way of incidental expenses. Of
course as our public works increased so
must the expenditure correspondingly
increase, both the detailed expenditure
and the contingent expenditure. Pro-
portionately, this contingent vote this year
was less than it was last year, compared
with the proposed expenditure under
this head (" Works and Buildings").
The proportion last year was £4,000 to
£23,800, or about one-sixth; the pro-
portion this year was £27,000 to £293,000,
or about one-thirtLeenth-a hundred per
cent, less.

MR. R. F. SHOLL thought it was
very unsatisfactory that they should be
called on to pass these large items with-
out any information as to how the votes
had been expended last year. They had
not the Auditor General's annual report
on the public accounts before them, and
nothing to show how a, vote bad been
expended, or whether there had been an
overdraft or an underdraft. There might
be a difficulty in supplying this informa-
tion when the House met so early in the
year, before the financial returns were
published ; but it would be much more
satisfactory if the Government could let
the House have some information on
these items, showing how these lump
votes had been expended,
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MR. A. FORREST did not think any-
one in business would object to a small

margi of 7 or 8 per cent. being allowed
for incidental expenses during the year.
This was the only vote the Works De-
partment had to fall back upon, when
applications were made to the department
for assistance. Some other district be-
sides Newcastle might want a show
ground, for instance.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) hoped members would not run
away with the idea that if any district
wanted a show round they were going
to get it out of this vote. The Govern-
ment had not put this down to provide
show grounds for their friends. This
money was requaired to provide the bare
necessities and contingencies connected
with works and buildings. The margin
allowed for these unforeseen contingencies
was less than 10 per cent., which could not
be regarded as a large margin, considering
the extent of territory which this vote
covered.

The departmental vote was then agreed
to (the only items struck out being
" Perth Observatory, £2,000," and " Perth
Park, £22,000 ").

Roads and Bridges, £10,000:
MR. R. F. SHOTJL asked how it was

proposed to distribute this vote?
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he
had already laid on the table a return
showing how the vote had been allotted
last year to the various Roads Boards,
but, until the House voted the money for
the current year, it would be rather pre-
sumptuous on the part of the Government
to allot it, without first knowing what
amount the House would agree to. But
he might say that they had the necessary
information ready, and, as soon as the
vote was passed, its allotment would be
proceeded with.

MR. R. F. SHOLL did not think it
would be any more " presumptuous " on
the part of the Government to allot this
money before the vote was passed than it
was to incur other expenditure before the
House sanctioned it, or to make appoint-
ments for which no provision had been
made. The Government did not think
they were acting presumptuously in doing
that. He hoped the Government in dis-
tributing the vote would take into special
consideration the bad state of the Albany

road, leading to the Canning and the
Southern districts, and give the Roads
Board a special vote for this pur-
pose.

MR. A. FORREST thought all the
main roads leading into the city ought
to receive special consideration, from
the Canning, Guildford and Freman-
tle.

MR. CLARKSON said he went out to
the Canning the other day, and was sur-
prised to find such a good road running
through such miserable country. He also
noticed a line of railway there, which he
thought would be able to accommodate
all the traffic in that district for the next
century.

MR. CANNING agreed that the Fre-
mantle road, with its picturesque sur-
roundings, should receive special atten-
tion. At present it was the only pleasant
drive about the city, and it was in a very
bad state of repair. He would suggest
the advisability of planting trees along
this roa for shade.

MR. MOLLOY thought the hon.
member, after opposing the vote for a
park, was rather inconsistent in recom-
mending an expenditure for tree planting
on this road. There were other roads
besides the Fremantle road that required
special consideration, and none more so
than the Wanneroo road. That district
had no railway facilities, and it was a
good agricultural district, and, with good
roads and its close proximity to the city,
it ought to be able to supply Perth with
a lot of dairy produce.

MR. QUINLAN said he called atten-
tion to this Waimeroo road last year,
and he thought the Government had
been fairly liberal towards tbe district,
on his representations. With regard to
the Albany road, he thought the Gov-
ermnent when allotting the grant should
impress upon the Roads Board respon-
sible the necessity for repairing the
bridge at the Causeway, portions of
which were in a very dilapidated state.

MR. COOKiWORTHY said the same
remark applied to all the roads of the
colony, and he hoped the Government
when distributing this vote would have
regard to the requairements of all parts of
the country.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he
had taken the precaution this year of
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writing to every Road Board, asking
them to furnish him with au estimate
showing their proposed works out of the
funds that might be forthcoming this
year. Every attention would he paid by
the Government to the claims of the
various Boards, in the case of their un-
dertaking any special work, requiring
special provision.

Vote agreed to.
Estimates reported.

FIRST READINGS.

The following bills were read a first
time :-A bill to authorise the closing of
certain roads in the township of Won-

neu;a bill intituled "An Act to au-
toieMunicipal Corporations to supply

and to grant licenses and make contracts
for the supply of electricity for lighting
and for other purposes," and a bill in-
tituled "An Act to confirm certain ex-
penditure for the year 1891."

THE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
SYSTEM.

MR. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker,-In ris-
ing to suggest the adoption by the House
of the motion standing in my mne-
" That it is desirable to reorganise the
present system of public instruction, in
order to meet the educational necessities
of the colony "-I have no wish in any
way to depreciate what was intended to
be accomplished by the Elementary
Education Act of 1871, or in any way to
imply that the administration of that
Act has not done as much as could have
been expected from it, under all the
circumstances, for the education of the
colony. But I do think that the circum-
stances of the colony have now grown
beyond the scope of that Act. It was
passed twenty years ago, and I do not
think there is another English com-
munity-and I have been careful to look,
into the matter-that has not found it
necessary to amend or alter its system of
education since the year 1871. In its
day, no doubt, it embodied the results of
mature deliberation, as guided by ex-
perience in educational matters, up to
that date, both in the old country and to
some extent (so far as observation could
ascertain it) in other countries. But
there is no doubt, to my mind at

least, that the present Act has served
its purpose. The school boards nomn-
inated under it, J1 am sure, have of-
fered, gratuitously, as able, as con-
scientious, and as sincere a service to
this colony as was ever offered by any
body of men to the State, in any part of
the world. But we have to face this
very grave condition of things-and in
ascertaining it, I have depended largely
on the report issued by the principal
body entrusted with the working of the
Act, the Central Board of Education,
whose report was recently laid on the
table of this House-I say we have to
face this very grave condition of things,
that out of a total population of 53,000
there were in the colony at the time of
the last census no less than 13,228 per-
sons who could neither read nor write.
When we realise the state of things dis-
closed by these figures, it does seem to
me that it is time we began to put our
hands to the plough, and endeavor to
alter it. This is a fact established by
the census. Of course I am aware that
amongst that number-nnd I have no
wish to invest this motion with any un-
due importance-must be included a cer-
tain number of adults for whose condition
of illiteracy the present system of educa-
tion cannot be held responsible. But there
is no gainsaying this fact, that at the
date of the last examination by the In-
spector of Schools, out of 12,230 children
of school age scattered all over the colony,
only 4,483 children were available for
examination, and that out of that number
only 3,967 presented themselves for ex-
amnination, and that out of this number
20 per cent. failed to pass. So that,
practically, the total number of children
in the colony able to pass the examin-
ation prescribed under our existing sys-
tem of education was only 3,174, out of
the 12,280 children of school age in the
colony. But I regret to say there is a
further deduction to be made from this
number, for I find from the Inspector's
report that there was a very large per-
centage of what I may call unsatisfactory
passes, the children only just managing
to scramble through their examination,
and this too in the very lowest standard.
So that, taking into consideration tbe
figures which the Inspector supplies, we
have to make a further deduction, which
brings us face to face with this startling
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result,-tbat out of the 12,000 children1
in the colony available for school instruc-
tion, and who are supposed to receive
their instruction under a State system of
education, only 2,116 absolutely passed
their examination to the satisfaction of
the Inspector. This surely is a grave
condition of affairs. In referring to it,
I do not for a monient imply any derelic-
tion of duty on the part of the school
boards of the colony, but I do think it is
obvious that the necessities of the colony
have out-grown the educational appara-
tus supplied by the present Act. It is a
grave feature in connection with this
matter, also, that of these children the
whole of them only passed in a compara-
tively low standard. This is a matter
referred to by the Inspector in his report,
where he draws attention to it in as
forcible a way as a gentleman occupying
his responsible position might be ex-
pected to do. Another unsatisfactory
feature which that report draws parti-
cular attention to is the absolutely under-
paid position of the teachers of our ele-
inentary schools under the present sys-
tem. I have always understood, both f rom
my reading and from my own observation,
that in other parts of the world, when
you went into any town, the local clergy-
mn and the local schoolmaster were
generally regarded as the centres of the
intellectual life of the place. But how can
you expect a man to become the centre of
the intellectual life of any place in a coun-
try where the average salary of the head
teachers only amounts to £2102 12s-, on
which they have to maintain themselves
and their families ? This is an absolute
fact pointed out by the Inspector of
Schools in his report. It is also an absolute
fact as to the proportion of children receiv-
ing instruction, and the proportion who
succeeded in passing their examination.
I am quite prepared to admit, as regards
the number of children who are receiving
education, that there are a, certain num-
ber of children attending private schools,
which are not included in the Inspector's
figunres. These probably amount to about
1,700, according to the returns. It is also
said that there are a certain number of
children who are described as being edu-
cated. at home; but it is am absolutely
ascertained fact, beyond all question,
that, of those who were supposed to be
" Ieducated" at home, 30 per cent. could

neither read nor write. And, looking at
it as practical men, we know that
this plea of children being educated at
home is simply a subterfuge to evade the
provisions of the compulsory clause. I
have had complaints from many parts of
the colony with regard to this matter,.
and particularly the matter of school fees.
This is a, matter which, I am sure, the Cen-
tral Board could deal with. Is is amatter
which the late Inspetor, Mr. Adkin son,
and the present Inspector have frequently
draw-n attention to, and which is cer-
tainly, as pointed ouit in this report, very
unjust to the teacher. It seems very hard,
indeed, that these teachers should be made
to stifler because either children are not
sent to school at all, or, if they are sent,
they do not pay their fees. I do not
wish to trespass on the time of the House
by going into the mninutest details of this
very able report; but there are some
portions of it which I wish to invite the
attention of members to. Referring to
our infant schools, the Inspector says:
"In my opin ion, no part of the educational
"system of the colony Deeds more atten-
"tion, and is more capable of improvement,
"than this; and, not only so, but in no
other department would more immediate

"and permanent progress result from
"such atteantion." Then, again, with re-

gard to the reading in our schools, he
says: "1Here and there, especially in the
"lower standards, the reading book had
"been committed to memory, and the
"exercise was more that of reciting
"than reading. In one instance I tested

"this by aisking a little fellow to go on,
"with his book closed, and this he did as
"well almost without the book as with

"it." The results, as regards arithmetic,
appear to have been equally unsatisfactory.
Then again, referring to the question of
salaries, the Inspect-or says: " IThe average
"salary (X.102 12s.) is especially low in
"the case of head masters. Already I
"have remarked a tendency on the part
"of the younger certificated masters to
"leave the service of the Board as soonma
"they can obtain positions elsewhere in

"which they think they have a better
"1chance of promotion." He very properly
points out that such a course is inimical
to the best interests of education, and
that if it becomes general, it cannot fail
to be disastrous in its results as regards
the condition of our schools. Then he

MemeWary Eduzation.
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deals with the results of the examination
of pupil teachers, and points out that
here too there is much room for
improvement in the efficiency of this
important class of teachers. Then he
goes on to speak of the present system
of collecting the school fees, which I
have already alluded to, especially with
reference to the hardship which it often
entails up1o0n the bead teacher. He says:

I desire to again remind the Central
Board of this subject, believing that it
is of urgent importance. The teachers,
especially in the towns where there is

,a choice of schools, arc on the horns
" of a dilemma. If they send the child
" who is in arrears home for the money,
"the probability is that they lose child,
"fees, and the grant which the child
"might have earned; while if they do
"not send the delinquent home, they
"have, out of their own pockets, to pay
the fees in arrears, often to them a

"large amount." I do not wish to tres-
pass on the time of the House by going
into further details. I think I have
shown that the present system of educa-
tion, whatever merits it may have pos-
sessed in its day, is but ill adapted to the
existing and growIn requirements of
the colony. I hve, heard several opinions
expressed, and there is a general desire, I
think, on the part of the community, that
some further effort should be made to
establish our educational system on abasis
more likely to satisfy those requirements.
I have no wish, looking at the matter in
a practical light, that it should be rushed
through, or that immediate action should
be taken ; but I do think that during the re-
cess the Government should take this im-
portant question into their consideration.
If they do so, I hope they may be able to
offer some solution of the present diffi-
culty. They will have the opportunity.
in dealing wvith it, of plucking the rip
fruit of the experience of the other col
onies, and not only of the other colonies,
but of America anad also of the old coun-
try, in this matter. I hope they will
come to the conclusion that it may be
desirable, in the interests of the colony,
and to meet the public demand, that
during the next session of Parliament, a
bill should be introduced into the House
embodying a system of education so con-
structed and designed that it will enable
us to turn out our children from our

public schools armed cap-di-pie for life's
struggles, and prepared to go forth, as
good and useful citizens, to give effectual
aid in the development and advancement
of their country.

MR. QUINLAN: This, sir, I claim, is
the all-impor-tant question of the day,
not only as regards Western Australia.,
but in all parts of the world, this ques-
tion of the education of our children ;
and, if the House will bear with me, I
will deal in a general way with the
remarks of the hon. member who has
brought forward this motion, and will
endeavor to prove that in the matter of
fault-finding he has not gone in the right
direction. The hon. member referred to
the small number of children that attend
the schools, and who presented them-
selves for examination before the In-
spector. But, I take it, that is not the
fault of the Education Act, but the fault
of the Central Board entrusted with the
administration of the Act. It is also
well known that there are several private
schools, which interfere with the attend-
auce at the p)ublic schools, and which
accounts to some extent for the smallness
of the number given by the Inspector in
his report. The hon. member also re-
ferred to the low salaries of the teachers
necessitating the employment of an
inferior class of men. But I would point
out that the teachers are paid according
to the scale fixed by the Central Board
in their by-lawvs. The Elementary
Education Act has nothing to do with it.
That Act does not fix the remuneration
of any teaocher. So that if there is any
fault to be found, it is not with the Act
but with the administrators of the Act in
framing their by-laws. I wish it to be
distinctly understood that I do not in
any way cast any reflection upon the
members of the Board; I have the
highest respect for them. Still I think
there may be some reason for reorganis-
ing the present system to the extent of
appointing a Minister responsible to
Parliament to administer the Act, instead
of the Central Board who are not re-
sp)onsible to Pairliament. Another reason
I have heard for altering the present
system is-the argument was not used
to-night by the hon. member who brought
forward this motion, but I have heard it
outside and seen it in one of the papers-

ithat the degree of efficiency shown by the
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present teachers is not all what nmighit be
desired. This also is a matter for the
Central Board to deal with. The degree
of efficiency required by school teachers
is fixed by the by-laws of that Board,
and not by the Act. The Board may
raise the standard of efficiency at any
time, without interfering with the Act.
Then again it has been complained that
children do not attend school regularly,
and that the teachers may, consequently
lose the amount they would otherwise be
entitled to, for "results." As to this, if
a child attends 60 hialf-days within the
bali-year it is eligible for examnina-
tion, but not otherwise; and, if there
is ayhardship in this, the Central
Boarndof Education is responsible. The
Act does not deal with details. It has
also been stated as a, grievance that
teachers are often called upon to pay the
school-fees themselves when the children
neglect to do so. This is a hardship,
undoubtedly, but it is a question whether
the Central Board-who are responsible
for the regulation-could insist upon any,
teacher paying in more fees than he had
actually received from his scholars. The
Elementary Education Act, section 4,
sub-section 5, says: "It sh all be lawful
" for the Central Board of Education to
"fix a, scale of fees to be paid and re-
"ceived for the attendance of children in
"purely Government schools, provided
"always "-and this is the point-" pro-
"vided always that such fees be not
"exacted in cases where the child, or its
parents, through absolute poverty is

"unable to pay." According to this, it
is not the fault of the Act that teachers
should he compelled to account for the
fees of every oh ild that attends. It is
not a, provision of the Education Act
that teachers should pay any fees out
of their own pockets. I will go fur-
ther than that: there is nothing even
in the by-laws of the Central Board
itself so outrageously unfair as to com-
pel a teacher to pay up more than he
has received for school fees. Some re-
ference has been made to the low stand-
ard of the passes of those scholars who
came before the Inspector for examina-
tion. I thought the report of the Central
Board was fairly satisfactory on this
point. The standards were, I think, on
the whole satisfactory, and also the per-
centage of passes, especially in the

Assisted Schools. This is remarked upon
by the Inspector himself in his report,
which I will refer to presently. The only
arguments put forward in support of
this motion deal with questions of detail
alone; they do not touch the principle
of the Act. The defects referred to are
not the fault of the Act in any way, and,
to remedy them, nothing more is required
than an amendment of a few of the
Central Board's by-laws. At any rate,
nothing has been adduced to show that
there is any immediate necessity for in ter-
ferin g with the Act at all, except perhaps
in so far as it may be necessary for the
appointment of a Minister, responsible to
this House for the administration of the
Act. That, I am sure, the Central
Board would have no objection to, for
they get nothing for their time and
trouble. I think it would be satisfac-
tory to have a Minister responsible to
this House for all matters connected
with the working of the Act, and the
expenditure of the Educational Vote, if
only for the sake of enabling my hon.
friend the member for the Gascoyne to
put himt through his facings, now and
then. But, beyond the appointment of
a Minister, I do not think there is the
slightest cause for interfering with the
present system. I have not heard any
outcry from the public of the colony for
any change in the present systemn. I ama
aware that, since this motion was first
mentioned in this House, it has been
supported by a section of the Press; but
I have not heard of any outside agitation,
or any general feeling of dissatisfaction,
with the present Act. For my part- as
I have endeavored to show-I do not
think any blame attaches to the Act
itself if it does not give general satisfac-
tion. I have shown that-as to the
defects referred to by the hon. member
who brought forward the motion, and
also by that section of the Press I have
referred to-I have shown that these
defects are not the fault of the Act, but,
if fault there be, the fault of the by-laws
of the Central Board. That Board is
empowered to frame by-laws to meet any
necessity that may arise, and I take it that
the members of the Beard are alive to the
educational requirements of the colony.
Certainly, if these defects were pointed
out to them, they -would be able to
remedy the evil. It has been -said by

Elementary Education.
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the hon. member who is responsible for
this motion that our Act has 'been left
behind by the Education Acts in force in
other parts of the world. I cannot age
in that. If my memory serves me rightly,
this Act of ours is in almost every par-
ticullar exactly the same as the Education
Act of England; and it is found to work
well here on the whole, and gives general
satisfaction, except, perhaps, to some haif-
a-dozen people, supported by a certain
section of the Press. T fully admit the
power of the Press, but, after all, we know
it is only one man who writes a leaing
article. It is not the work of a thousand
or two, and because one particular writer
thinks it proper to comment upon this
Act in an adverse way, that is no reason
why we should suppose that there is any
general feeling of dissatisfaction with the
Act. We know there is not. There has
been no public agitation whatever for
any interference with the present system,
which, on the whole, works fairly satis-
factorily to all Concerned; and whatever
weak points there may be about it can be
easily remedied by amending the by-laws.
If any evils exist They are not inherent to
the Act itself, as I have shown, and it is
not fair to blame the Act for what is really
not the fault of the Act at all. I think
the public generally will endorse may senti-
ments that there is no immediate neces-
sity for interfering with the Act at the
present time. A great point was made,
or sought to be made, by the hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton about the large number
of children in the. colony who do not
attend school. But, as I have said, this
is not the fault of the Act. No doubt
there is much to be done yet before edu-
Cation is general thr oughout a, large
colony like this, with a, scattered popula-
tion like ours. But, as the Inspector
says in his report, " If the parents of the
" scholars, the compulsory officers, the
" teachers, and the district boards will
"heartily co-operate with the Central
"Board, this will soon be accomplished."

As to the small percentage of passes,
no doubt this is not very satisfactory,
but here again the fault is not with the
system. I may here be allowed to quote
what the Inspector says on this subject.
He says: -"1It is worthy of remark that
" the Assisted Schools have obtained the
"higher percentage, and I congratulate

"them, most sincerely, on thiehonor." I

think that this shows conclusively that
the country gets full value for its money
in the case of these schools. We who sup-
port these schools are taxpayers and rate-
payers like the rest of the community, and
although we only get a comparatively
small proportion of State assistance, com-
pared with the Government schools, we
are perfectly satisfied to go on as we
are; and surely the colony does not want
to pay £3 or £4 per head for teaching
its children when it can get them taught
for considerably less than half that
amount. The country does not want to
pay £,3 7s. lid, for an ar-ticle, when it
can get quite as good an article for £1
7s. 7d., which I find from this report is
the cost per head in the Government
Schools and the Assisted Schools res-
pectively. I do not want to say anything
more about this, except to say that if the
hon. member has in view increasing the
amouwnt now paid to the different schools
I shall be happy to support him, I think
it would be money well spent. I am a
strong believer in encouraging education
by every possible means, for it must do
good in every, direction. It benefits the
child and it benefits the country. It cer-
tainly is lamentable to think- and I am
surprised to find it so asserted-that so
many people in the colony are unable to
read or write. But I take it that is not
altogether the fault of the Education
Act. Probably the majority of these are
old people, who had not the advantages,
years ago, which the system of educa-
tion now in force provides. I said just
now that the Education Act in force in
England is almost identical with our own
Act, but I forgot to mention that there
is an agitation now going on in another
country, which devotes great attention to
educational matters, in favor of intro-
ducing a similar Act there. I amn refer-
ring to Germany, where, I noticed from
recent telegrams, Count von Caprivi ex-
pressed himself in favor of a similar
Act to ours, in almost every respect.
Therefore, I do not see how the hon.
member could say that our existing
system is altogether behind the age,
when we find countries like England and
Germany in favor of a similar system.
I expected the hon. member would have
gone more into details than he did, and
that he would have referred to the by-
laws. If he had, I believe I could have

Elementary Education.



Elementary Education. [24 FEB., 1892.] Law of Primnogeniture. 641

floored himn in every instance. I think I
have already shown conclusively to the
House that all his comnplaints can be
easily remedied without introducing amy
measuare to interfere with the present
Act, but by moving the Central Board to
amend their by-laws, as they are em-
powered to do, so as to meet the re-
quirements of the colony in the direction
he has spoken about. I agree with him
that it is a hardship upon teachers to
call upon them to pay out of their scanty
earnings the school fees which thought-
less or dishonest p)arents have neglected
to pay, but this can be remedied by
the Central Board, in the same way as
it can deal with all these other matters-
by simply amending their by-laws. As I
have said, I do not in any way reflect
upon the members of that Board, because
I know them personally, and that they are
gentlemen who are strictly conscientious
in the discharge of their duties. At the
same time, I think it would be better if
we had a Minister in this House who
should be entrusted to administer the
Act and to control the expenditure of the
annual grant, so that we might question
him and call him to account, which we
cannot do with the Central Board. I
hope I have conclusively shown the
House that there is really no necessity,
nor, so far as I can hear, any desire for
altering the present Act. It is not a
question of a new Education Act at all,
but a question of the Central Board
adopting such by-laws as will meet the
requirements of the colony.

MR. RANDELL: Looking at the late
hour, and as this is a very important
question, touching as it does every indi-
vidual in tho community, I think it would
be unwise to continue the debate to-
night; I therefore move the adjournment
of the debate until to-morrow.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
Before that question is put. I should like
to say that, on the information before
us now, we have no intention to dis-
turb the existing Education Act at pre-
sent. The only direction we would be
inclined to go would be to place the de-
partment under the control of a Minister,
instead of the Central Board of Educa-
tion as at present.

Motion-for adjourning the debate
until next 'ly-put and passed.

Debate adjourned accordingly.

FURTHER ASSISTANCE TO THE MID-
LAND RAILWAY COMPANY.

MR. CANNING-who had given no-
tice to move, "That this House is of

opinion that the Government should enter
into no further guarantee for or on be-
half of the Midland Railway Company.
nor advance any money to the said Com-
pany, nor enter into any fresh contract
with the said Company, nor permit any
variation of the present contract with the
said Cornpany, without first obtaining
the approval of this House "-said: A
question was asked in the House on the
same evening as I gave notice of this
motion, and the answer given by the
Government to that question seems to
me to have rendered it unnecessary that
I should press this motion at the pre-
sent time. The question was 'simply
whether the Government would consult
this House before taking any further ac-
tion with regard to the Midland Railway
Company in the way' of assisting it in
any way whatever; and the answer of the
Government was that it was not their
intention to do anything of the kind
without taking the opinion of this House.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
We did not say no assistance whatever.
"No pecuniary assistance" was my reply.

MR. CANNING : That somewhat
alters the miatter. However, practically
it is the same thing. I put a liberal
interpretation upon the hon. gentleman's
answer-that the Government do not
intend to take any steps to do anything
further in the direction of assisting the
Midland Railway Company, that they do
not intend to commit this House or the
country to any expenditure in connection
with that company without coming to
this House in the first instance. That is
the interpretation I place uplon the
answver of the Government, and, in the
face of that answer, I think my motion is
unnecessary. I therefore ask permission
of the House to withdraw it.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

THE LAW OF PRIMOGENTTURE.

MR. PARKER-who had a notice on
the paper " To move for leave to intro-
duce a bill to abolish the law of prinmogen-
iture, and to provide that real estate shall1
descend and be distributed as personal
estate"-said: I do not intend to move



642 Law of Prim ogeniture. [ASSEMBLY.3 lmnay dctin

this motion this evening, but I desire
so say a few words on the subject,
to that when I do move in this matter,
as I intend to do at the next session
of this House, the country may be
informed in the meantime of the pro-
posed change in the law, and that the
matter may be discussed, if it is deemed
advisable, in the public press of the
colony. With that view I desire to say
that the law with regard to the descent
or devolution of landed property or
real estate at the present time is this:
all land devolves upon the legal personal
representative of the deceased person, in
the first instance, for the payment of his
debts; if the personal estate is insuffi-
dient for that purpose the legal personal
representative, the executor of the will,
or the admninistrator of the estate, may
resort to the deceased's real estate and
sell it for the payment of his debts.
But, the debts having been duly Satisfied,
the real estate then descends, in the case
of a will, to the person or persons to
whom it may have been devised under
the will, but, in the ease of an intestate,
the whole of the real estate devolves
upon the heir-at-law,-that is, in most
eases, the eldest sou,-subject to the
widow's (if there is a widow) right of
dower, for her life. The change I pro-
pose to make in this law, or the change
that will be provided for in the bill, which
will be introduced, I hope, eithe by
myself or as I trust by the Attorney
General when the House next meets, will
be to th9 effect that instead of real estate
or landed property descending as now, in
the case of an intestate, to his heir-at-law
-that is, to his eldest son, to the exclusion
of all the other sons and daughters-
it Shall descend to all his children equall1y,
in the same manner as the personal es-
tate does at present, subject still to the
widow's right of dlower. XIn fact, the bill
I hope to see brought in will place real
estate in exactly the samne position as
personal estate. I mention this now so
that it may become public, and that the
question may be discussed between this
and next Session. Since giving this
notice of motiou I have considered the
subject, and I find that legislation upon
it will not be so simple as I imagined
when I placed the notice on the paper.
I find that Several of the statutes of the
colony will have to be dealt with. I also,

on further con sideration, deemed it would
be advisable that the proposed change in
the law should be more fully discussed
and the question be longer before the
country, before such an important change
in the law is adopted by the Legislature.
Therefore, sir, I do not intend to proceed
with the motion standing in my name.

ADJOURNIIENT.
The House adjourned at twenty min-

utes to 11 o'clock, p.m.

regrisazb~t ~5nb
Thursday, 25th February, 1892.

Eo~rgnnisation of EdLcational Systcm-Ooldflelds Act
Amndment Bill: in commuittee-Wonnerup Roads
]BUi: second reading-Electric Lighting Bill; second
reading-Adjouumment

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 7-30
pm.

PRAYERS.

RE-ORZGANISATION OF EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM.

ADJOURNED DEBATE ON THE MOTION
OF MR. SIMPSON4,-

"That it is desirable to reorganise the
present system of Public Instruction, in
order to meet the Educational necessities
of the colony."

Mit. RANI)EIL: Sir, I do not know
that it is necessary for me to say much
-upon the subject before the House. The
question raised by the hion. mnember for
Geraddton, so far as I was able to follow
1dm in his endeavor to advocate the
reorganisation of the educational system,
was based upon. two or three grounds.
One of these was, I think, the large num-
ber of persons in the colony who are
unable to read and write. The hon.
mnember, for his own purpose, quoted the
first clause of the Census Report, dealing
with the education of the people, which
states that there are 13,218 persons in
the colony who can neither read nor
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